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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits 2019 
Theme    : Being Enriched in Everything to All Bountifulness 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : September 19, 2019 
 
TITLE    : GOD’S PURPOSE FOR OUR ENRICHMENT 
Text/s    :   
 
Col 1:9-14 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light: 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 95:2-9 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 
3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 
5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will 
hear his voice, 
8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 
9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. 
KJV 
 
Ps 100 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. 
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    : To God be the Glory 
      Saved by the Blood of the Crucified One 
      Marvelous Grace 
      In Christ Alone 
 
Other references  :  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Today, we come to God together as His people who are described by Peter as 
 

1 Peter 2:5 
2 …as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 

 
We come to Him because, as a people, we have been made 
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 …a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 

 
We come to Him because He is, as the Scripture says,  
 

1 Peter 2:6-8 
6 …Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded. 
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which 
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
KJV 

 
There we come to Him to honor Him with our Thanksgiving. 
 

Prov 3:9-10 
9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
KJV 
 
Ps 95:2-9 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 
3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 
5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will 
hear his voice, 
8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 
9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. 
KJV 
 
Ps 100 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name. 
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
KJV 
 
Ps 116:17-18 
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17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the Lord. 
18 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his people, 
KJV 
 
Ps 107:21-22 
21 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 
22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing. 
KJV 

 
 
BODY 
 
 
Paul’s letter to the church in Colosse expresses that significance of Thanksgiving in the Ekklesia. 
 
Col 1:9-14 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light: 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
KJV 
 
 

We are Enriched for the purpose of Thanksgiving.  This is because is through Thanksgiving 
that God is actually Glorified. 
 
Quarterly Focus -- "Being Enriched by His Abundant Grace and, Through Thanksgiving, Glorifying God." 
 
2 Cor 4:15, "...that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of 
God." 
 
Thanksgiving is taught.  And it is taught in truth by the Word of truth.  It started when God taught His people 
Israel Thanksgiving as a people. 
 
Israel is God’s peculiar people.  We are His peculiar people as His Ekklesia according to 1 Pet 2:9. 
 
It was actually when they offered Thanksgiving Through Firstfruits that the Lord officially declared them to 
be His peculiar people: 
 

Deut 26:16-19 
16 This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments: thou shalt 
therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. 
17 Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice: 
18 And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, 
and that thou shouldest keep all his commandments; 
19 And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in 
honour; and that thou mayest be an holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken. 
KJV 

 
Let us look back from the time land was promised to Abraham the first time. 
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All the time, they looked forward to a Land of Promise.  The looked forward to a promised LAND.  Why land? 

From the time God gave the promise to Abraham until the Israel entered Canaan was about 
690 years. 
 

- Abraham was 75 when the promise was first made by God to him.  Isaac came about 
25 years later. 

- Isaac was 60 when Jacob was born. 
- Jacob was 130 when he came to Egypt and settled with his children.  He stayed 

another 17 years. 
- Israel stayed in Egypt 430 years 
- Israel wandered in the wilderness 40 years 
- Israel spent about 5 years more until they finally occupied the land. 
- TOTAL is 690 years.  If we include 17 years, more than 700 years until the Promise 

came! 
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Gen 12:7 
7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an 
altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 
KJV 
 
Gen 13:14-18 
14 And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then 
shall thy seed also be numbered. 
17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 
18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built 
there an altar unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Deut 8:7-9 
7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; 
8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; 
9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 
KJV 
 
Ps 105:6-45 
6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen. 
7 He is the Lord our God: his judgments are in all the earth. 
8 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations. 
9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; 
10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 
11 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance: 
12 When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it. 
13 When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people; 
14 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 
15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm. 
16 Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread. 
17 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: 
18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: 
19 Until the time that his word came: the word of the Lord tried him. 
20 The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. 
21 He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance: 
22 To bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom. 
23 Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
24 And he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies. 
25 He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants. 
26 He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen. 
27 They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham. 
28 He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word. 
29 He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish. 
30 Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the chambers of their kings. 
31 He spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts. 
32 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land. 
33 He smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts. 
34 He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number, 
35 And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground. 
36 He smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of all their strength. 
37 He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them. 
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39 He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night. 
40 The people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven. 
41 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river. 
42 For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant. 
43 And he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness: 
44 And gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labour of the people; 
45 That they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Heb 11:8-14 
8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 
9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 
10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she 
was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in 
multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
KJV 
 
Deut 26:1-11 
1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; 
2 That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose to place his name there. 
3 And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto the 
Lord thy God, that I am come unto the country which the Lord sware unto our fathers for to give us. 
4 And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before the altar of the Lord thy 
God. 
5 And thou shalt speak and say before the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went 
down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous: 
6 And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage: 
7 And when we cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, the Lord heard our voice, and looked on our 
affliction, and our labour, and our oppression: 
8 And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with 
great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders: 
9 And he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk and 
honey. 
10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast given me. And 
thou shalt set it before the Lord thy God, and worship before the Lord thy God: 
11 And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the Lord thy God hath given unto thee, and unto 
thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you. 
KJV 
 
Deut 26:17-19 
17 Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice: 
18 And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and 
that thou shouldest keep all his commandments; 
19 And to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; 
and that thou mayest be an holy people unto the Lord thy God, as he hath spoken. 
KJV 
 
 
We are today what Israel was when they finally entered Canaan – God’s Peculiar People  
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Titus 2:13-14 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
KJV 
 
 
A) As they set themselves to a hope, we do also. 

But our blessed hope is the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

B) As they were declared peculiar by God when they learned to be thankful, we are also God’s peculiar 
people when we learn to be thankful based on what He had given us. 
 

C) As they were enriched by the riches of the land, we are also enriched by the riches of the grace of 
God in us. 

 
Deut 8:7-9 
7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; 
8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and 
honey; 
9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 
KJV 
 

 
a. There is brooks of water, fountains, depths, wheat, barley, vines, etc. in the land.  There is 

also the manifold gifts in the grace of God to us.   
 
1 Peter 4:10 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
KJV 
 
 

b. They need to work on the land to secure the riches.  We need to have faith to gain the riches of 
the grace of God. 
 
Rom 5:2 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 
KJV 
 
 

c. They need to settle in the land, work and dig deep in the land to secure even more materials 
for war to become victors.  These are used do warfare and to be strong. 
 
We also need to have faith to get deeper into the Word of God – Their Land of Promise is our 
Word of Promise!  We set ourselves in the Word of Promise and there, do (have faith) and be 
enriched by grace). 
 

 
d. The application. 
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2 Peter 1:3-8 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Heb 8:6-10 
6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of 
a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second. 
8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 
9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by 
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, 
and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a people: 
KJV 
 
Heb 9:15 
15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 
KJV 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
1 Peter 2:4-10 
4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: 
and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but 
now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 

1 Peter 2:4-10 
4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you 
also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, 

"Behold, I lay in Zion 
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."  
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7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient,  
"The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone,"  

8 and 
"A stone of stumbling 
And a rock of offense."  

They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.  
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once 
were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained 
mercy.  
NKJV 
 
 
1 Peter 2:5-10 
5 [Come] and, like living stones, be yourselves built [into] a spiritual house, for a holy (dedicated, 
consecrated) priesthood, to offer up [those] spiritual sacrifices [that are] acceptable and pleasing to 
God through Jesus Christ.  
6 For thus it stands in Scripture: Behold, I am laying in Zion a chosen (honored), precious chief 
Cornerstone, and he who believes in Him [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Him] shall never be 
disappointed or put to shame.  [Isa 28:16.]  
7 To you then who believe (who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Him) is the preciousness; but for those 
who disbelieve [it is true], The [very] Stone which the builders rejected has become the main 
Cornerstone,  [Ps 118:22.]  
8 And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that will give [men] offense; they stumble because 
they disobey and disbelieve [God's] Word, as those [who reject Him] were destined (appointed) to do.  
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God's] own purchased, special 
people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  [Ex 19:5,6.]  
10 Once you were not a people [at all], but now you are God's people; once you were unpitied, but now 
you are pitied and have received mercy.  [Hos 2:23.]  
AMP 

 


